Mechanisms of the origin of chromosomal aberrations.
This manuscript gives a selective survey of some aspects of the origin of chromosomal aberrations (CA). The following topics are discussed: heterogeneity regarding the induction of initial DNA lesions and their repair among chromosomes or regions of the same chromosome, ratio between symmetrical and asymmetrical exchanges, influence of DNA repeats, chromatin condensation and cell-cycle checkpoints on the formation of chromosome alterations.